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Hello  folks.  Well-  Christmas  is  over  and  I  hope  it  Y/as  a  merry, 
merry  Christmas  for  all  of  you.  ^e  had  a  rather  quiet  Christmas  at  our 
house  and  here's  to  you  pdl  a  very  hapuy  New  Year. 

I  dare  say  you  do  not  care  to  hear  aBqut  gardens  and  good  things 
to  eat  on  the  day  after  Christmas,  and  I'm  sure  I  don't  want  to  talk 
alorg  that  line  so  let's  have  something  a  little  different  today. 

I  wonder  if  a  number  of  you  did  not  receive-  a, .nice  Blooming  poinsettia, 
or  a  Beautiful  fern  or  palm  for  a  Christmas  present,  -and  naturally  you 
are  wondering  hov;  to  care  for  it  so  that  it. -will  remain  Beadtiful. 

My  talk  today  is  about  house  plants  and  how.  to  core  for  them. 

House  plants  are  not  so  different  from  pet  .animals,  dogs  and 
cats  especially  and  they  require  attention  and  I  might  add  they  respond 
in  proportion  to  the  attention  they  receive.  Like  to  pet  "animals 
they  must  h-ave  proper  food,  water,  pure  air  and  Be  kept  within  a  -raason- 
able  range  of  temperature.  Like  the  anim-als  they  need  plenty  of 
sunshine  and  to  Be  kept  free  from  pests.  ^Take  the  matter  of  pure  air 
in  the  home.  Mary  cases,  of  plant  fa-ilure  .-are  due  to  the  presence  of 
minute  quantities  of  car  Bon  monoxide ,  that  deadly  gas,  in  the  air.  In 
addition  there  may  Be  other  injurious  elements  in  the  air  as  a  result  of 
leaking  gas  fixtures,  open  Joints  or  cracks- in  the  hot-^air  furnace  or 
from  an  oil  or  gas  stove  that  is  not  provided  v/lth  a  vent  pipe  to 
carry  the  Burned  gasses  into  a  chimney  or  to  the  outside  of  the  house. 

I  think  that  all  things  considered,  the  effect  of  gas  oh  house*- 
plants  is  most  injurious  of  all. 

Ihe  atmosphere  of  the  average  home  islentirely  too  dry  for  most 
plants.  This  is  especially  true  where  the*., home  is  heated  By  means  of 
a  hot  air  furnace  or  By  stoves.'  Steam  heat  is  also  very  drying  and 
the  ideal  is  hot  water  heating,  Wliere  stoves  are  used  to  heat  the 
home  the  .air  can  Be  moistened  by  keeping  a.  kettle  of  water  on  the  stove 
and  it  is  surprising  how  much  water  will  evaporate  from  the  kettle  even 
though  it  does  not  Boil  But  s'im’ly  simmers  on  the  stove.  I  wo.nder  how 
many  of  you  have  sat  and  list-med  to  the  old  teakettle  singing  av^ay  on 
the  stove.  Seems  to  me  these  modern  teakettles  don't  sing  like  the 
oldfashioned  iron  ones  Y/e  used  to  have.  Anyw-ay,  when  the  teakettle  sings 
on  the  stove  it  is  sending  moisture  into  the  air  along  Yiith.  its  song.  A 
pan  of  v/ater  on  the  radiator  will  answer  the  same  purpose  But  it  is  not 
half  so  romantic  as  the  singing  teakettle. 

Good  soil  for  houseplants  is  very  important  and  I  heave  two  or 
three  requests  from  members  of  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  audience  that  I 
tell  how  to  make  good  compost  and  how  to  prepare  good  soil  for  starting 
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plants.  I  am  going  to  devote  a  •whol'eygandjen.  calendar  petiod  to  that 
subject  in  the  near  future.  For  the 'pf es'enf  let'  me  suggest  that  a  mix¬ 
ture  consi-sting  of  one  hushed  of  go od.^  garden  loam,  one  half  hushel  of 
old  and  thoroughly  rotted-  dairy  .harn*  compost,  Und‘  one-half  hushel  of  sharp 
sand  will  he  about  right  for  most  housepl  ant's. '■  From  ferns -and  hegonias 
you  might  add  a  little  leafmold  from  the  woods.  A  little' hone  meal 
say  about  a  good  handful  may  he  added  to  this'in'ixture'.  -■ 

Be  careful  about  using  nheep .manure,  poiUtry  manure  or  any  of 
the  concentrated  plant  fertilizers, .on  your  hpusepiantsf they  are 
strong  and  a  very  little  goes  a.-.l-ong- ways.  .  I  cdn  noi: '  gi  you  any 

hard  and  fast  rule  about  watering  your  hduseplants. '  ■'■in  the  case  of 
your  dog  or  cat  you  place  .water-,  where.  they  _can  get  it  and  they  drink 
whenever  they  need  water;  Your  plants- have  no  choi'ce  in  the  matter 
and  they  have- to.  t.ake  what  you,  give  them.,  ''-_^en  tiie''air''  is  dry  and  the 
plonts  are  growing  rapidly;  they, ■  require,  mo're ’v^ateh  tha,h  when  the  air  is 
moist,  or  the.  grov/th  is  slow.  .  Lack.' of  .water  will,  cause  slov^  grov^th. 

The  best  rule  is  to  give-  your  plants-  a,  little  water  each '  and  every  day, 
increasing  the  amount  v'-hen  the.  vre.at.her  is  bright  *knd  g'iving  less  when 
the  weather  is  dark  and  gloomy.  Uever  under  any  circiimstances  allow 
water  to  stond  in  the  saucers  under,  the  p.pts  in  v/hich  the  plants  are 
growing.  Don't  crowd  your  nl  ants. , .and  .give  them  fall  the’'Sunshine  possible. 

i*  -  r  , 
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Houseplants  will,,  stand  consideralDle  varia-tidn -'in  temperature  but 
most  of  them  do  best,  at  a  temperature  just  a  trifle '■•iowor  than  that  of 
the  average  living  room.  The  rtajori’ty  of  houseplan*ts''are '  not  injured  by 
a  night  temperat-ure  as  low-as  50  degrees,  ,  The ‘poin'settia  is  an  exception 
and  if  you  chanced  to  get  a  beautiful  poinsetkia-'f or  Christmas  keep  it 
at  a  temperature  above  80  ..and- p.erfer able' be tweeh.  65  arid' 75  degrees.  If 
you  let  a  blooming  -poinsettia  get  .'badly  chilled; its 'leaves  will  turn 
yellow  and  fall  off  and  it  will  als.o  js.hed'  thehcoibrod  "bracts  that  surround- 
the  blo-cm.  Later,  when  your  poinsettia  has,  finished  blb'bming  you  can  put. 
it  down  cellar  and  let  it  rest  f, or  ..about  thnee  months  'without  watering.  In 
the  extreme  southern  parts  of  the  country  poinse’ttias  live  outdoors  the 
year  round  especially  if  they  are  protected  d‘urlhg  -cold  'shaps,  I  will  not 
have  time  to  s.ay  anything  about  the  insects  ond  diseases  of  houseplants 
but  let  me  suggest  that  you  bathe  the  s-temA  and  f oliage  -of  your  houseplants 
occasionally  in  tepid  water  to,,whic,h  a  lit  tie' mild -noapi  Has  been  added  then 
rinse  off  v/ith  clear  water,  ,  In  c, losing  my'lit'tle’^^iridoor '-gardening  talk 
today  I  want  to  again  v/ish  you .  one  ,,.and :  all  o-  ver^’-  Hap'py' new  year,  and  I'll 
be  iroCing  you  in  1934.  '■  "  ■ 


